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Native Veg Act 'should be abolished'

RODERICK MAKIM
18 Dec, 2014 01:35 PM
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Deputy Premier and NSW Nationals leader Troy Grant.
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The Native Vegetation Act should be abolished
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Recent rain to be shortlived
Lamb supply lifts, prices steady
Bulk-billing now terminal
Blazing trails in soybeans
Quad bike deaths steady

UPDATED 4pm: NSW's controversial Native \egetation Act should be scrappedyding to NSW Deputy
Premier Troy Grant.

Mr Grant flagged potentially scrapping current Native Vegetadict following the release of an expert panel's
report - theBiodiversity Legislation Reviewvhich released its final report to the State government.

The panel called for a new piece of legislation to replac®tlizve Veegetation Act, along with the Threatened
Species Conservation Act and parts of the National Parks andf&\adt.

"The (Native Vegetation) Act has not met expectations astmad@illar of biodiversity conservation in NSW,"
the final report stated.

"It has been contentious because of difficulties in implementatidritee inequitable distribution of the costs
involved, in particular sectors and in particular regions obthte."

The panel found the recommendations would result in reduced comgdiartdzn for landowners and greater
potential productivity gains for regulated parties.

Mr Grant said the panel's proposed new legislation would ensutareced approach is taken in managing
biodiversity, implementing triple bottom line approach to native \aigpet.

Triple bottom bottom line assessments seek to balance econamiionenental and social factors.

“The NSW government is yet to form a response to the reviewwdptetty clear that based on this
independent review, the Native \egetation Act should be abolished3riht said.

NSW Farmers' native vegetation spokesman Mitchell Claphancavd®usly optimistic about the report.

"I've only seem the main points so far (but) it looks like & yesitive outcome from the review panel,” Mr
Clapham said.

The panel recommended government establish a biodiversity offseaftgegsible to individual landholders.

Mr Clapham praised this initiative, as well as the triplédootline approach to native vegetation and land
clearing laws was another positive.

"It should have substantial benefit to the farming communitg.now up to the government to see if they
accept the recommendations.”

NSW Farmers’ president Fiona Simson said the report could lwathlyst for the single biggest shift in policy
direction on the issue of biodiversity in NSW for a long time.

“We are also encouraged to see farmers recognised as résponstodians of our land who have a direct
interest in looking after the environmental values of the landstcsipe said.

“This sentiment reflects what we know at NSW Farmers and diiehvinas been behind our advocacy for
reform on native vegetation for nearly a decade."

Environmental groups have warned a repeal of the Native \Vegefatiomould be a backward step and pose a
threat to wildlife.

“These recommendations, if adopted, will likely lead to mome lelearing and loss of species unless the
replacement legislation enhances the existing protections,” saigeNConservation Council chief executive
Kate Smolski.
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WWEF national manager of policy Paul Toni was unhappy with the promoeaitove the legal test that requires
the local environment to be ‘improved or maintained’ with any land digari

The NSW government will now consider the report and provide a respdiose tie 2015 election.

Click to view the full report
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READER COMMENTS

Hope
18/12/2014 3:37:39 PM, on The Land

I'm concerned about Mr. Grant and the panel's proposed legislatimanbuying biodiversity at this time it

would not be wise to weaken the Native Vg Act which is whatGviant proposes to do under the age old coin
phrase of 'balanced approach, which means forget about the erentormstralia continues to have a net loss
of biodiversity and the United Nations reports that we are entanrextinction crisis. What does this
government and some farmers have against a healthy environmeat® fakmers that value vegetation and
implement permaculture design. That's what we need now.

View all recent article comments

PayAttention
18/12/2014 4:09:16 PM, on The Land

Sure, Hope, keep the Native Veg Act. Remember to pay for siodperty rights associated with it. If you have
such strong beliefs you can use your own bank account to pay for them.
View all recent article comments

Invey
18/12/2014 4:10:58 PM, on The Land

Hope maybe the veg rules should be the same in the suburbs as oh éstrtine | looked mass clearing of all
vegetation occurs every time a new subdivision or mine goes inuldseare not applied evenly across all
industries and areas.

View all recent article comments

daw

18/12/2014 6:27:11 PM, on The Land

Shows how bad the Act is when 2 of the 4 belong to Wentworth Group &deoritsas needing to be scrapped.
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Hope, read the Act & list of endangered & threatened specigh fthd more than 50% are in the Sydney
Bioregion which is exempt under the existing Act. Hopefully a netw/in't exclude any parts of the State this
time. It won't be open slather either but will be a bit maoy@table, reasonable & practical.

View all recent article comments
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A new online home for
all your sheep news

The choices we make as adults are none of the government’s bus " 1ess
David Leyonhjelm

Most farmers will never be able to influence the price of theiduc”
David Leyonhjelm

Farmers are no different to anyone else when it comes to a li&iratier people’s mon:. /
David Leyonhjelm

| am very confident that more consumers will vote with theireisthan their misguided emotir 1s
David Leyonhjelm

7von 1l 14.01.2015 17:2



NSW Native \eg Act should be scrapped, says TranGr Agriculture.  http://www.theland.com.au/news/agriculture/geneel/s/native-veg-a

Subscribe Today

COMMENTS

Cuts seem to only apply if appointment is under 10 minutes. Witia moblem?
Labor to block $20 GP fee

And what do you propose we do to "balance the books" BB? Ok co - payaeathad call, so what
Labor to block $20 GP fee

And now BoM is having another try. Link to article today with thegiest
Time for amnesty on climate blame game

Latest

CSG set to light up Aus market
Coalition feathers fly on GST
Winding up Hills hoist line

Rain whets agribusiness appetite
Sanity returns to food wages talks
Taste, or price tag: Choosing wine
Trade deal ag compromises revealed
Fresh approach to food supply

Need more land ?

LY=Te el 8 Over 10,000 Rural Properties O

Dormainrural cma.

8 von 11 14.01.2015 17:2



NSW Native \eg Act should be scrapped, says TranGr Agriculture.  http://www.theland.com.au/news/agriculture/geneel/s/native-veg-a

What our team's tweeting
Tweets from a list by FarmOnline

| Roderick Makim 5h
@RoderickMakim

Good effort from PMXI 331 against a close to full
strength Eng attack. Would've been interesting if
they'd scored that batting 1st #PMXIVENG

%4 Georgie Somerset 7h

Beef

¢ THE Australian red meat industry welcomed news that the Japambagiconomic
Partnershlp Aqreement beqins this week.

& CATTLE prices started the new year firmer on stronger yardingsss the country than
the close of 2014's markets.

NATIONAL lamb supply, as reported by MLA National LivestoRkporting Service,
increased 19pc week-on-week, to 97,120 head.

= SIR Paul Smith is the first to admit the winner of the inaaldunternational Woolmark
Prize for menswear may be a little edgy.

Cropping

A NEW year brings an opportunity for grain growers to review trs¢ g@ason to
determine what worked well and what didn't.
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A COLLABORATIVE research project between Australian and Clarsssentists has
shown how soybean can be bred to better tolerate soil salinity.
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