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This latest edition of the Living Planet Report is not for the faint-hearted. One key point that jumps out is that the Living Planet Index
(LPI), which measures more than 10,000 representative populations of mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians and fish, has declined
by 52 per cent since 1970.

Put another way, in less than two human generations, population sizes of vertebrate species have dropped by half. These are the
living forms that constitute the fabric of the ecosystems which sustain life on Earth — and the barometer of what we are doing to our
own planet, our only home. We ignore their decline at our peril.

We are using nature’s gifts as if we had more than just one Earth at our disposal. By taking more from our ecosystems and natural
processes than can be replenished, we are jeopardizing our very future. Nature conservation and sustainable development go
hand-in-hand. They are not only about preserving biodiversity and wild places, but just as much about safeguarding the future of
humanity — our well-being, economy, food security and social stability — indeed, our very survival.

In a world where so many people live in poverty, it may appear as though protecting nature is a luxury. But it is quite the opposite. For
many of the world’s poorest people, it is a lifeline. Importantly though, we are all in this together. We all need nutritious food, fresh
water and clean air — wherever in the world we live.

Things look so worrying that it may seem difficult to feel positive about the future. Difficult, certainly, but not impossible — because it
is in ourselves, who have caused the problem, that we can find the solution. Now we must work to ensure that the upcoming
generation can seize the opportunity that we have so far failed to grasp, to close this destructive chapter in our history, and build a
future where people can live and prosper in harmony with nature.

We are all connected — and collectively, we have the potential to create the solutions that will safeguard the future of this, our one
and only planet.
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We need leadership for change. Sitting on the bench waiting for someone else to make the first move doesn’t work.
Heads of state need to start thinking globally; businesses and consumers need to stop behaving as if we live in a limitless
world.

Marco Lambertini, Director General, WWF International

LIVING PLANET REPORT PARTNERS

Zoological Society of London
Founded in 1826, the Zoological Society of London (ZSL) is an international scientific, conservation, and educational
organization. Its mission is to achieve and promote the worldwide conservation of animals and their habitats.

Global Footprint Network (GFN)

The GFN promotes a sustainable economy by advancing the Ecological Footprint, a tool that makes sustainability measurable.
Together with its partners, the Network coordinates research, develops methodological standards, and provides decision
makers with robust resource accounts to help the human economy operate within the Earth’s ecological limits.

Water Footprint Network (WFN)

The Water Footprint Network is a dynamic a platform connecting diverse communities interested in sustainability, equitability and
efficiency of water use.

CRMCALSPECIES ~ PRAORITY PLALES G HABMATS ~ GLORALSOLUTIONS  CONSERWATION HIGHLIGHTS

Critical species

Tigers Elephants Rhinos Gorilla Giant panda Marine turtles
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Building a future in which humans live in harmony with nature.
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