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Hunter Valley mine plans could be approved with stringent conditions: PAC
Posted Fri 12 Sep 2014, 10:01am

The longer term future of a Hunter Valley coal mine is looking brighter after the Planning Assessment Commission (PAC) found its
continuation plans could be approved.

Global miner Glencore is seeking approval to expand and continue operations at the Bulga open cut, south of Singleton.

It would see mining continue for an additional 11 years until 2035 to access 205 million tonnes of coal.

The resource is within and beneath the existing mine and maintains the current production rate of 12 million tonnes annually.

The application attracted 116 submissions to NSW Planning and a further 33 to the PAC.

The Commission has found the residual economic benefits of the Bulga Optimisation Project outweigh the residual impacts, provided mitigation
strategies and measures are implemented.

It has concluded the project has merit and could be approved subject to stringent conditions.

In its report the Commission has conceded its difficult to find large biodiversity offset areas in the Hunter Valley to compensate for the impacts of
coal mining.

It says while it would be preferable to have offsets located in the vicinity of the mine it acknowledges that it is a huge challenge to locate large offset sites close to the area of disturbance within
the Hunter Valley.

The comment comes just days after the NSW Government announced its biodiversity offset policy which includes offering landholders stewardship payments for offsetting major development
projects.

Glencore has offered to protect two sites at Bulga and conserve almost 1,500 hectares of land at Reedy Valley north-west of Muswellbrook.
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